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Wonder what Graham said – or did.  Looks serious!  Following G & H on the track laps, 
we saw Graham’s cap blow off and land on the grass at the back of the circuit.  He must 
have been forgiven as, on the next lap, Helena leant right out of the car and, on the 
move, scooped it up!  

 

Flying Officer Kite and his trusty ground crew, Aircraftsman Mansell. 
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CLUB NIGHTS 

These have followed the dates and venues set out in the Summer Calendar.  We were 
not very welcome at the Eden Arms at Rushyford, where we had to share the very 
limited space available with at least one coach party.  Other meetings were held at the 
Royal at Runswick Bay and the Vane Arms at Longnewton.  The final date of the 
summer found the usual loyal band at The Inn at Hawnby, where we were made most 
welcome, the owner’s parting words being “I hope you will come again”.  Perhaps next 
year this can be arranged in July or August, when the heather is in flower and the days 
are longer, so that a run across the moors from Osmotherley can be fully enjoyed. 

Harking back to the meeting in The White Horse Farm Hotel at Rosedale Abbey, another 
hostelry which would like to see us again, the photo below shows what a happy and well 
attended evening this was.  (There were more Cleveland diners in the next room). 

 

  

But what, you may ask, is our Deputy Treasurer up to with the raffle tickets? 

 

See next page…………………………….. 
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Now then, that looks like my ticket! 

At the risk of being accused of “harping on”, why are most Club Nights attended only by 
the usual band of suspects?  As can be seen from the photo of the diners at Rosedale, 
these can be very enjoyable evenings, which engender a great spirit within the Group.  
Let’s see more of you at our winter meetings, the programme of which begins in 
October. 

Winter Calendar 

We are now into the beginning of the winter programme and a new pattern has been 
set.  Club night dates are: 

Tue 4 & Tue 18 October Blue Bell, Ingleby Cross, DL6 3NF 

Tue 1 November                   Blue Bell, Ingleby Cross, DL6 3NF 

Tue 15 November                 Raby Arms, Hart, TS27 3AJ 

Thereafter, Club Nights on the first Tuesday of the month will be held at The 
Blue Bell and on the third Tuesday at The Raby Arms. 

 

International Weekend 

Having seen the write ups and letters in TR Action following the IWE in Harrogate and 
the many comments on the Register Forum, I think it is safe to say that the IWE was a 
great success.  This surely merits a huge pat on the back for the Northern Eastern 
Groups, who provided much of the man power and the novel ideas which were 
introduced this year.  Let’s hope that we will all have to roll our sleeves up again in the 
not too distant future! 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

We would like to thank all those who made it possible for us to be at the 
International at Harrogate in July in the vehicles/accommodation of choice. This 
was despite everything a very bad tempered VW campervan and a TR4 rebuild 
timed to the ‘wire’ could throw at us.  We won’t embarrass you by naming you all.  
You know who you are, and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for 
sharing your skills, knowledge, time, energy and unflagging support, in wrestling 
with, manufacturing, fixing, lending and generally fettling against all the odds. 
 
Chris also thanks the guys that helped, fed and entertained him on the Thursday 
night and made his first International weekend so merry and dare we say gay? 
 
Again, thanks guys – it’s people like you that make the TR Register such a great 
group to belong to. 
 
Loves and hugs / manly handshakes, 
 
Helena and Chris 

NEWS FROM THE FBHVC   

FUEL NEWS 

Ethanol: Corrosion, Compatibility, and Combustion 

There is still a great deal of misinformation being printed about ethanol in spite of 

some very detailed facts being freely available on our website. In response to 

members’ concerns we have distilled this information into three more easily digested 

paragraphs: Corrosion, Compatibility and Combustion. 

Corrosion in fuel tanks and failure of traditional materials used in fuel systems due to 

incompatibility with ethanol may cause fuel leaks. Because fuel leaks create a high 

risk of fire or explosion, these matters have been given priority in extensive articles 

in the newsletter since October 2008. The articles show how the problems associated 

with corrosion and compatibility have been identified. As a consequence the FBHVC 

commissioned a test programme for commercial additives designed to overcome 

corrosion problems. Testing began in the second week of July 2011 and will take 13 

weeks to complete in order to assess how well each additive responded to ethanol 

which will be progressively aged over the test period. Those products that pass the 

test will be entitled to carry the Federation’s endorsement. Some of the products are 

sold as corrosion inhibitors but contain other additives as well. This endorsement will 

be purely for the properties limiting corrosion, there will be no endorsement for valve 

seat recession or octane boosting properties which will not have formed part of the 

test. 
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There are no additives which can protect against other compatibility issues with seals 

and gaskets etc – there is a compatibility chart on our website where the details of 

suitable ethanol-resistant products can be found. Previously applied tank sealants, 

unless specifically designed for use with ethanol, are also likely to cause problems. 

Motorcycles with fibreglass tanks must check that the type of GRP used is compatible 

with ethanol. 

Combustion, on the other hand, affects only the driveability of a vehicle and poses 

no significant risk to life or limb. Ethanol has long been recognised as a fuel 

supplement that improves performance and the FBHVC considers it unlikely that the 

modest proportions of ethanol in modern fuel will have anything other than a positive 

effect on the combustion process. Others, who take a different view, have criticised 

the FBHVC for not doing more to investigate the assertion that the presence of 

ethanol leads to slow combustion in low-compression engines resulting in poor 

performance, overheating and damage to exhaust valves. The Federation continues 

to investigate aspects of combustion with the aid of an independent consultant and 

the findings will be reported as soon as available. 

Event Entry Forms  (of interest to event organisers) 

The Questions 

1) Why does FBHVC get questions about event entry forms? 

2) What should an entry form contain? 

3) What should an entry form not contain? 

4) What should I do if I am being asked to sign something that I don’t think is right? 

5) There seems to be a lot of confusion about insurance: can you explain a bit more? 

The Answers 

1) Why does FBHVC get questions about event entry forms? 

Because (thank heaven) more and more people are actually reading, and thinking 

about, what they are signing and then checking with FBHVC when they see 

something that looks unfair or unreasonable.  One of the most common complaints is 

that participants in events are asked to indemnify the organisers of the event against 

any claim even if the incident giving rise to the claim was caused by the organiser’s 

negligence. 

Such wording was made illegal by the Unfair Contract Terms Act of 1977, but, quite 

remarkably, such terms are still seen over 30 years later.  Other questions arise 

when organisers seek more information or documentation than seems reasonable. 
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2) What should an entry form contain? 

Before anyone can sign an entry form, they need to know what they are signing up 

to.  So an entry form should be accompanied by a description of the event and the 

terms and conditions for that event being stipulated by the organiser, and this should 

include at least the name and address of the organiser.  The entry form itself should 

show the name and date of the event, and the name of the organiser.  It should then 

ask the potential participant to provide the information the organiser needs, which 

should at least include name and address but may perfectly reasonably also call for 

telephone, e-mail and various vehicle details.  The form will usually close with a 

space for a signature under a declaration stating that the person entering agrees to 

various terms and conditions.  It is in the detail of those terms and conditions that 

care is needed. 

3) What should an entry form not contain? 

No entry form should cause an entrant to sign away his or her rights of redress 

against a negligent organiser – not least because doing so may cause problems for 

the entrant’s own insurance.  Expressions such as “indemnify the organisers” and 

“however caused” within a declaration should set the warning bells ringing. 

4) What should I do if I am being asked to sign something that I don’t think 

is right? 

Simple: don’t sign.  If you really want to take part in the event concerned, contact 

the organisers and explain why you are unhappy to sign the form as it is and see if 

they will accept a form with an amended declaration. 

5) There seems to be a lot of confusion about insurance: can you explain a 

bit more? 

Some organisers of static shows call for entrants to have Public Liability Insurance.  

Other event organisers specify Road Traffic Act insurance, and some confuse the 

two.  Neither automatically provides an exhibitor with compensation for loss or 

damage to his own property. 
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Public Liability (PL) insurance provides cover to an individual or organisation to 

provide recompense to a member of the public who suffers loss or damage occurring 

as a result of an incident arising from negligence on the part of the insured.  Most 

individuals who have household insurance will find they have an element of public 

liability insurance for their hobby activities included automatically.  For PL insurance 

to pay out, negligence on the part of the insured has to be established.  It is the 

individual that is insured for carrying out the activity under consideration, such as 

exhibiting at shows.  This is, effectively, the only practical cover available to 

someone who attends shows with exhibits that are either not vehicles or are vehicles 

that cannot be insured under a normal road policy because they are not roadworthy. 

 An exhibitor who relies on PL cover to satisfy event organisers’ requirements and 

who also wishes to have protection in case of loss or damage to the exhibit itself will 

usually need to ensure that the item(s) being exhibited are listed under the “All 

Risks” section of their policy. Individuals in doubt should check their position with 

their household insurance provider. 

The Road Traffic Act (RTA) insurance requirements are different, and provide 

recompense for parties suffering loss or injury as a result of the use of the vehicle 

covered without need for the claimant to demonstrate negligence on the part of the 

insured.  In one sense, this is providing a greater degree of cover than PL, as 

negligence does not have to be proved in the event of an accident being caused by 

the use of the vehicle and if the vehicle is insured comprehensively, it should also 

provide cover for damage to the vehicle itself.  On the other hand, it is providing less 

because it does not cover any non-vehicle related incident that the exhibitor may 

cause whilst present at an event, such as causing someone to trip because of a badly 

positioned guy-rope. 

The wise exhibitor ensures that his vehicle is insured as required by law, makes sure 

his/her insurance company does not exclude use of the vehicle for exhibitions, and 

also makes sure that the PL cover that comes with his/her household insurance does 

not exclude cover for hobby activities taking place in public places, and (if he wants 

compensation in the event of his own exhibit being damaged) he checks with his 

broker that his insurance will provide this.  If those steps are taken, it is reasonable 

to sign a declaration to the effect that the exhibit and activity are covered by 

insurance. 
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CLEVELAND GROUP CONTACTS 
 
Group Leader: Allen Waller. allen_waller@hotmail.co.uk  Tel: 01429 422930 

Treasurer: Phil Simpson. philsimo@ntlworld.com  Tel: 01642 291798 

Deputy Treasurer: Alan Watson. a.watson8@ntlworld.com  Tel: 01642 765171 

Events Coordinator: Dave Ferguson. chris.ferguson2@hotmail.com  

  Tel: 01642 640364/07866 961680 

Newsletter: Jim Johnstone. j.johnstone491@btinternet.com  Tel: 01423 360524 
 
Area Coordinator: Rob Murphy. rob.murphy4@btinternet.com  Tel: 07864 800525 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


